
Table IV. Chandler’s classification of periorbital cellulitis 
Group 1 Preseptal cellulitis Inflammatory edema primarily limited to eyelid due 

to restricted venous drainage 
Group 2 Orbital/postseptal cellulitis Progressive inflammatory edema involving globe 

marked by chemosis 
Group 3 Subperiosteal abscess Collection of purulence between bone and periosteum 

with development of proptosis 
Group 4 Orbital abscess Collection of pus in orbital contents with onset of 

ophthalmoplegia 
Group 5 Cavernous sinus thrombosis Progression of inflammation intracranially with onset 

of fever, headache and cranial nerve palsy 
 


